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AUSTRALIA 


PROPOSED CHANGES TO EPA GENERATE PROTEST MOVEMENT 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 80 pp 1, 11 


[Text] The conservation movement is gearing up for a big 
campaign against the proposed changes to the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 


The president of the WA Conservation Council, Mr Neil Bartholomaeus, said yester- 
day that the campaign would include demonstrations and newspaper advertisements. 


He said that the proposals to weaken the EPA were linked closely with increased 
penclties for demonstrators found guilty of trespassing. 


"The Court government wants to knock out the umpire, put the opposition in shackles 
and get on with its development game at any cost,” he said. 


"We are confident the public will not tolerate the tactic or the result.” 


The opposition spokesman on environmental matters, Mr M.E. barnett (Rockingham) 
said that reported moves to hand over the control of the EPA to a minister would 
render the authority useless. 


"It is now obvious that the minister for conservation and environment, Mr Masters, 
has been put into his position as a hatchet man for the premier," he said. 


"The legislation the government is meddling with is reasonably successful in look- 
ing after WA's environmental interests." 


Mr Barnett said the proposals were despicable moves to stifle professional advice 
which embarressed the government from time to time. 


The EPA was a body set up apart from the government. The cabinet could choose to 
ignore the EPA's advice if it wished. 


He said that the government was upset and embarrassed by EPA reports on Worsley 
alumina refinery. Cockburn Sound, the woodchip industry and many other develop- 
ment projects. 


The premier, Sir Charles Court, last night confirmed that a former director of 
the EPA, Dr Brian O'Brien, hac been engaged as a consyltant by Mr Masters. 














Sir Charles said during question time in the Legislative Assembly that Dr O'Brien 
was not a lawyer but had been taken on to assist in the total review of the act. 


lt seemed proper for the legislation to be reviewed after being in force for 
several years. 


He told the leader of the opposition, Mr Davies, that the question of changes to 
the act had been discussed in cabinet but that Mr Masters was still in the process 
of preparing a submission for cabinet. 


There was no bil!) before cabinet and he did not know what changes would be pro- 
posed by Mr Masters. 


Sir Charles said that te found offensive a question asking if Mr Masters had been 
given the conservation and environment portfolio to act as a hatchet man and to 
emasculate an act that had caused embarrassment to the government. 


Whatever changes the government made, they would provide for adequate protection 
of the environment. 


Earlier outside the house, Mr Davies said that changes to the act could make big- 
scale ecological vandalism easy in WA. 


To give the minister for conservation and the environment power to direct the 
EPA on its recommendations was unacceptable. 


It would mean the end of objective and scientifically sound assessments of the 
environmental impact of development projects. 


It was the proper role of government to decide whether to accept or reject recom- 
mendations made to it by bodies like the EPA, but it was not legitimate for a 
government to tell such a body what its recommendations should be. 


Training 


The minister for police, Mr Hassell, yesterday produced doc ‘ments which he said 
supported his claim that the Perth Environment Centre was a training ground for 
passive and nonviolent demonstrations. 


He told the Legislative Assembly that it had been reported to him that groups 
had been training on the beach at Cottesloe. 


Members of the groups had “police” printed on the backs of their T-shirts and 
others had been marked "protest" as they had acted out the disruption of lawful 
activities. 


There were noisy interjections of “we wil. fight them on the beaches" from the 
opposition when Mr Hassell made his comments during the third reading debate on 
the Police Amendment Bill. 














The manager of the Perth Environment Centre, Dr Peter Brotherton, said that any 
suggestion that the centre had sponsored, assisted or had been used to carry out 
nonviolent training programmes was a lie. 


"Unsubstantiated allegations of this type are occurring with increasing frequency 
in the various Australian Parliaments, and give the public good reason for its 
increasing doubts about the honesty of politicians,” he said. 


The Perth Environment Centre existed, with the aid of a Commonwealth grant, to 
provide support aid for voluntary conservation groups. 


In all other states except WA and Queensland, environment centres also received 
State aid. 


The centre took t-lephone messages for conservation groups, provided facilities 
for meetings and such groups as the Campaign to Save Native Forests had desks at 


the centre. 


Dr Brotherton said he was aware that groups had carried out training in non- 
violence, but not at the centre. 


As far as he was aware, relations between conservation groups and the police had 
been good, with the police being informed beforehand of sit-ins or protest marches. 


Venue 


A spokesman for the CSNF, Dr Alan Tingay, said that training programmes in non- 
violent methods of protest had been held at various venues. 


One had been in the open air on a Perth beach, but he could not remember which 
beach. 


Others had been held in the forests, at the University of WA and in local halls. 
He said: ‘We believed that we were being socially responsible, by making members 


aware of the legal situation in a demonstration and showing them how to conduct 
themselves if provoked.” 





The secretary of the WA Trades «nd Labor Council, Mr Peter Cook, said he saw the 
amended Police Act being used to deal with passive picketers in an industrial dispute. 


The union movement would be greatly disappointed at a move against picket lines, 
he said. 


With crime rates rising everywhere, it was remarkable that the government 
thought fit to strike at legitimate protests. 


cso: 5000 














AUSTRALIA 


URBAN DEVELOPERS PROTEST GOVERNMENT INTRUSION 

Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 80 p 1 

\Text] Major iand developers yesterday made a strong attack on the Urban Lands 
Council, claining that gvvernment intrusion had severely damaged the land devel- 


opment industry in WA. 


A report by the Urban Development Institute of Austraiia, which has 27 developers 
and 44 associate members in its WA branch, called for the abolition of the council. 


If the Government continued its involvement in land development, it would remove 
the private sector from the industry, it said. 


"Without private enterprise, the future of traditional WA home ownership looks 
grim,’ the report said. 


The institute said that the Government should immediately cease efforts towards 
making the council a statutory body. Instead, it should be wound down. 


The report said: “Companies are being squeezed out, not by honest competition but 
by the subsidised socialist agencies of a free enterprise Government." 


Agencies 


It said there were more government-associated land development agencies in WA 
than in any other State. 


Major agencies included the Urban Lanas Council, the State Housing Commission, 
the Rural and Industries Bank, the Joondalup Development Corporation, the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Survey and the Industrial Lands Development Authority. 


Land was also developed by the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority, the Uni- 
versity Endowment Trust, the Education Department and local authorities. 


The report described the lands council as being in financial difficulties. 


It said the council had been established in 1975 with federal loans totalling 
$20,176,000. 

















The loans attracted interest at the long-term bond rate and by June 30 this year 
the debt to the Federal Government exceeded $30 million. 


By June °) last year the council had sold 2008 lots and had accrued interest 
against its federal loan capital of $7,234,000. 


Each lot sold thus had a hidden future cost of $3602 in interest. This would 
require sales at a substantially higher ‘igure. 


At least 800 lots would have to be eold this year and 886 next year. 
In 1978-79, 683 lots had been sold. 
rotent ial 


fhe potential for price increases was limited because of competition from the 
“rivate sector and Limited demand. 


The council should sell off its broad hectare holdings in an economic manner, 
preferably including its State Housing Commission and R and I Bank holdings. 


CSO: 5000 














AUSTRALIA 


LAND CONTROLS SCUGHT BY WEST © \Te J) /ERNMENT 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in .».!) 24 Oct 80 p 30 


[Text] The State Governuent has introduced a Bill seeking 
to give the Minister for \Vorks, Mr Mensaros, the authority 
to exchange, lease or sell land acquired through clearing 
controls in the South-West water-catchment areas. 


Mr Mensaros, said yesterday that under the exist ng Bill there was the impossible 
position of land being accumulated and no power to put it to further good use. 


He was speaking in the Legislative Assembly after introducing a Bill to amend the 
Country Areas Water Supply Act. 


Mr Mensaros said that under the amendments land could be reforested by the Forest 
Denartment. Areas already cleared could be exchanged with farmers for uncleared 
land in catchment areas. 


lt was essential for the Minister to be able to deal in this way with land 
acquired by negotiated agreement if the planned involvement of the Rural Adjust- 
ment Authority was to be successful. (The authority's scope will be widened by 
an accompanying Bill to give it specific powers to deal with farmland.) 


The Bill would also ensure that clearing conditions and obligations on land 
owners were transferred to future owners. 





It would authorise approved officers to enter properties to do work or inspec- 
tions associated with land-clearing controls. 


Claims for compensation where clearing permits had been refused would be accepted 
for up to 12 months after refusal under the Bill. 


Mr Mensaros said that the legislation would strengthen powers dealing with restora- 
tion after a conviction of breaching clearing control provisions. 


At present the Act allowed a maximum fine of $1000 and gave a magistrate discre- 
tionary power to order reforestation, he said. 


Reforestation was essential if damage to water resources was to be <voided and 
for land owners to be prevented from gaining advantage from illegal actions. 


The debate was adjourned. 


CSO: 5000 6 
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SOUTH BATTLES NSW, VICTORIA OVER WATER ISSUE 


Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in English 25-26 Oct 80 p 15 


"River States at War") 


[Article by Peter Ward: 
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AUSTRALIA 





FARMLAND WATER PLAN TO GET FURTHER STUDY 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 80 p 31 





[Text] The WA Government will make more studies of the 
$55 million Agaton farmland water scheme west of Watheroo. 


The State Treasury will coordinate a final analysis of the benefits and costs of 
the project and of an on-farm alternative. 


The decision is in line with a recommendation by a Commonwealth-State committee 
which has been examining the big underground water-resource project sinve January. 


The committee's report was released yesterday. 


The project is designed to provide a reticulated water supply to 6640 square 
kilometers of farmland in the north-eastern agricultural area immediately north 
of the Goldfields and agricultural-areas water supply. 


The WA Government has selected this area as having the highest priority for such 
a supply. 


The proposal also provides for 3340 sq km and a number of towns within the 
Goldfields and agricultural-areas watersupply boundary to be transferred to the 
Agaton scheme instead of using water from the Mundaring weir. 


Case for Aid 


In May last year the WA Government put a case to the Commonwealth for financial 
aid for the project. 


However, the Commonwealth wanted more information on alternative proposals and 
on benefits and costs. 


It set up the Commonwealth-State committee to gather the information. 


The Rural Water Council of WA told the committee that adequate on-farm supplies 
could not be established in many parts of the project area because of the unfavour- 
able soil and the poor quality of the ground water. 








Lxisting on-farm supplies were failing in some areas because of an increasing 
salinity problem, 


Farmea and towns would benefit from the Agaton project, the council said. 


The committee said that the Agaton ground-water resources were adequate for the 
project, 


Their use would have no significant effect on other available water resources in 
WA, 


Comparable 


Though the costes of the Agaton project were high, they were comparable in real 
terms with the costs of earlier farmland reticulation schemes. 


On the other hand, there was no doubt that many of the farm water supply prob- 
lems could be overcome at a significantly lower cost by augmenting on-farm 
supplies. 


Though development of on-farm sources was considered technically feasible, there 
were problems on many farms that would take time to overcome and would result in 
high costs. 


The on-farm alternative did not provide the security from drought and quality-of- 
life benefits highly valued by the rural community. 


Tne Premier, Sir Charles Court, said yesterday that the estimated cost of the 
Agaton projec made careful examination by the State and Fedeial Governments 
necessary, especially in the present difficult budgetary situation. 


cso: 45000 

















AUSTRALIA 


PUBLIC FIGHTS TO PROTECT BUSHLAND FROM DEVELOPMENT 


Park Association Views 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 25 Oct 80 p 3 
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Larger Questions Involved 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 30 Oct 80 p 2 
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The future of all parkland 
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Brisbane rested on the fate 
of natura! bushland next to 


{Text} 














Editorial Comment 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 30 Oct 80 p 4 


(Editorial: “Long Pocket") 





[Text | The city’s Labor 
championed the cause 
Moreton island, favoring no 
ever. But it may not be 
Moreton, f it allows 
bushland to be cut up 
areas are invoived in the 
environment. 
Alderman Ardill 
created in the past by a Labor administra- 





Fraser Island Mining 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 30 Oct 80 11 
{Text | Maryborough--The State Labor Relations Minister, Mr Campbell, yesterday 


pledged Liberal backing to restore Fraser Island's sand mining and forestry 
industries. 





He challenged the ALP candidate for Maryborough, Mr Hansen, to deny that ALP 
policy was against sand mining. 


“It is time for Mr Hansen to stand and be counted as being for or against Mary- 
borough and its people,” Mr Campbell said. 


“The Labor-controlled Brisbane City Council has condemned sand mining on Moreton 
Island. 


“It clearly expressed a policy consistent with that advanced throughout the 
federal election campaign by the ALP.” 


Mr Campbell was supporting the endorsed Liberal candidate, Mr Gil Alison. 


Fraser Island sand mining ceased after the Fraser Government refused export 
permits. 
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AUSTRALIA 


DEBATE SURROUNDS MINING BID FOR MORETON ISLAND 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 23 Oct 80 p 5 


"A Big Issue for the Brisbane Area--Moreton 


[Feature article by Don Marshall: 


Threat or Promise?") 


Island: 
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AUSTRALIA 


OFFICIALS DISCUSS ACCEPTABLE MERCURY LEVELS IN FISH 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 30 Oct 80 p 52 


[Text] Canberra: Australian health and fisheries officials 
have begun talks on an apparent dilemma over the extent to 
which standards on mercury levels in fish should be enforced. 


A report compiled by a special committee of Commonwealth and State fisheries offi- 
cers and Commonwealth health officers released in August warned that rigid applica- 
tion of the present recommended standard of 0.5 micrograms a kilo would cripple 
the fishing industry. 


The report was made after a proposal to impose severe penalties on people selling 
fish with mercury levels above this limit. 


The working group found that the average Australian took in very low levels of 
mercury from eating fish and that there should be a review of the present permis- 
sible mercury level. 


The discussions being held now are between the National Health and Medical Research 
Council, the Australian Fisheries Council and State fisheries authorities. 


The NHMRC recommended the 0.5 mercury level currently accepted by most fisheries 
authorities in Australia. South Australia is an exception with a limit of 0.1. 


Choices 


An article in the latest issue of the AUSTRALIAN FISHERIES JOURNAL produced by 
the Department of Primary Industry gave various choices if it was decided that 
controls are necessary. 


It said that they included prohibiting the taking of fish of certain sizes or 
species or from certain areas, warnings to the public about areas and species or 
quantities to be consumed. 


Detailing the effects of different measures on the fishing industry, the article 
said that rigid enforcement of the current recommended mercury level would pre- 
vent the sale of about 36 per cent by weight of the top 10 species in existing 
Australian fisheries. 


cso: 5000 
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AUSTRALIA 


SITE FOR RADIOACTIVE SOIL DISPOSAL STILL IN DISPUTE 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 25 Oct 80 p 9 
[Article by Gregg Borschmann: "Decision on Radioactive Soil Delayed") 


[Text] Sydney--Despite three years of negotiations, a permanent solution for 
the disposal of radioactive soil in a Sydney harborside suburb still appears 
several months away. 


New South Wales health authorities cenied a magazi.e report that the 1500 tonnes 
of soil would be dumped in a disused mine at Ivanhoe, near Broken Hill. The soil 
is on six blocks of land at Hunters Hill previous’y occupied by a clock factory 

which used radium extracted from uranium to paint luminous faces on its products. 


A spokesman for the NSW Health Minister, Mr Stewart, admitted that dozens of sites 
had been looked at over the past two years. One proposal involved dumping the 
contaminated soil at sea. Mr Stewart's spokesman would not reveal whether this 
proposal was one of the three disposal options which will be presented soon to 

St: ce Cabinet. 


Removal of the soil has been held up by one family which has refused all govern- 
ment offers to buy them out. 


The Health Commission expects to spend up to $2 million buying three of the proper- 
ties. Two have already been bought. 


Two of these houses will have to be demolished and another partly demolished to 
get at the radio-active soil underneath. 


Soil on the remaining three properties can be removed without affecting the houses. 


cso: 5000 
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AUSTRALIA 


ALCAN PLANT SEEN AS THREAT TO CANE FARMING 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 24 Oct 80 p 3 
[Article by Dick Forsyth: "“Aluminum--A Word With Promise" | 


[Text] Bundaberg.--Residents of Bundaberg have suddenly discovered a new meaning 
for the word aluminium, 


it now means development, more jobs, new hope and, for some, a real estate boom. 


It all flows in the wake of confirmed reports that Alcan Australia Ltd is expected 
to build its $1 billion aluminium smelter just south of Bundaberg. 


But while council and commerce leaders are ecstatic, cane farmers, whose industry 
pumps nearly $200 million annually into the town's economy, are sceptical. 


Goodwork area cane farmer, Mr Neil McKenzie, 28, probably summed up farmers' feel- 
ings when he said yesterday: "It's probably a good thing. 


"It should make plenty of work around the place...but sugar is a big thing to 
Bundaberg. They wouldn't want to damage it." 


If the project goes ahead, Mr McKenzie's farm will be one of the closest to the 
smelter site, situated in wallum country to the east of Goodwood Road. 


What concerns farmers is possible effects of noxious gases on cane, although 
most are aware that stringent anti-pollution requirements would apply. 


Mr McKenzie said prevailing south-easterly winds would take smelter smoke over 
irrigated grazing and cane lands near Bundaberg. Northerlies would push it over 
his and nearby Gregory River properties. 


Another farmer, Mr John Galea, had similar reservations: “It might be pretty good 
for the area but this smoke and stuff...what's it going to be for the cane...good 
or bad?" 


Real estate agents said the company had taken an option on the land at a purchase 
price of $1,500,000. 
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Alean Australia Ltd executive chairman, Mr J.B. Clarkson, has said geophysical 
surveys were being done to determine plant configuration. 


fhis is evidenced by two large trench-like scrapes and numerous tracks around 
the area, which is adjacent to the main rail line just north of Goodwood siding. 


Bundaberg District Development Board chairman and Millaquin Sugar Co. manager, 
Mr Don Maddison, said: ‘Bundaberg is capable of accepting such an industry 
without affecting its lifestyle," he said. 


Mr Maddison said Alcan had such an impeccable record that he was sure it would 
take all factors into consideration. 


"Alean are very experienced operators and they will be very aware of any likeli- 
hood of environmental resistance," he said. 


Mr Maddison said he believed the great majority of Bundaberg people would wel- 
come such a project. 


Although the actual plant will be located in Isis Shire, the Bundaberg Mayor, 
Alderman Cliff Nielsen, said it would mean a major boost for the city. 


He said that, unlike Gladstone, no infrastructure problems were envisaged. The 
plant site, about 26 km south of the city, would not have any adverse effect on 
the city area. 
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FLUORIDE FROM ALUMINUM PLANT CONTAMINATES AREA 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 31 Oct 89 p 10 


[Article by Graham Williams: 


[Text ] 


CSO: 5000 





PFiyoride - - emissions 
from aluminium smelters 
in the Hunter Valley could 


conference on the impact 


of mining and industry on agri: 


culture im the region. 


Mr J. T. Mullett, chief 
chemist of the Hunter Vailey 
Co-op Dairy Company, said the 
supply of milk was diminishing 
and the proposals for large-s: ale 
power stations and alummium 
smelters could aggravate the al- 
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AUSTRALIA 





PETROCHEMICAL PLANT OPPOSED AS THREAT TO ENVIRONMENT 

Melbourne THE AGE in English 30 Oct 80 p 14 

[Article by Peter Roberts: "Plant Likely Despite Fears About Parrot") 
[Excerpts] ICl will probably build a $500 million petrochemical plant near Geelong, 
despite increasing evidence of he importance of the area to the endangered 
orange-bellied parrot. 

Site works have already begun at Point Wilson and this year the company will 


spend $1.5 million on environmental research studies. The company is not con- 
sidering an alternative site. 





When ICI first announced plans to build the petrochemical works almost nothing 
was known about the habits of the spectacular green, blue, yelicw and orange 
parrot, known scientifically as Neophema chrysogaster. 


An ICI spokesman said the design of the plant was such that there would be no 
adverse environmental effects. The parrot had been taken into consideration at 
every stage of the plant's design. 


However, studies in Victoria and Tasmania over the past year have highlighted the 
fragility of the remnant orange-beilied parrot population. A three-State search 
has established that Point Wilson is its most important winter refuge--typically 
75 birds representing half of the remaining population spend the winter on the 
Point Wilson saltmarshes 


And a $45,000 study funded by the World Wildlife Fund has traced the parrot's 
summer breeding areas to remote south-west Tasmania. The bird appears to be 
breeding successfully--indicating that pressure on mainland wintering grounds 
could be the factor limiting the parrot's numbers. 


An assistant director of Victoria's Fisheries and Wildlife Division, Mr Syd 
Cowling, said there was no doubt that Point Wilson was the parrot's most impor- 
tant wintering area. He said the birds would probably be affected by noise 
during the construction of the plant and by some accidental release of pollution 
during the factory's lifetime. 
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"We would prefer that the plant be built elsewhere," Mr Cowling said. ‘There is 
a chance that the plant will have no effect on the parrots, but | think that is 
a bit of a long shot.” 


The Tasmanian study, carricd out by the Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, tracked down five nests at Port Davey and Macquarie Harbor last summer. 
The World Wildlife Fund will meet shortly to decide if the survey--partly funded 
by ICI=--will be continued this year. 


CSO: 5000 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRLEFS 


POWER STATION POLLUTION--A system for monitoring pollution from the newly- 
commissioned Newport power station in Victoria will not be operating for at least 
two years. The $2000 million station was commissioned last month but the monitor- 
ing system is still being designed and not likely to be fully operational till 
late in 1982. Some environmental groups feel that without an early warning sys- 
tem, the station could continue operating in contravention of State government 
conditions that the station shut down on days of heavy pollution. The on-site 
manager of the Newport project, Mr Vince Mirabella, yesterday said he believed an 
effective pollution warning system would not be operational for some time. But 
he did not think pollution would be an immediate problem. [Text|) Canberra THE 
AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 80 p 2] 


SHELL REFINERY DISCHARGE--The Australian Conservation Foundsacion has been prevented 
from appealing against the discharge of wastes from the Shell refinery at Geelong. 
The Environment Protection Appeals Board yesterday found that the foundation did 
not have a legal right to challenge Shell's discharge licence, which was granted 

in December. Although the foundation has not decided whether to appeal further, 
the way is now clear for the Environment Protection Authority to confirm the licence. 
The new licence is stricter than the one it replaces but the foundation claims it 
is still too lenient to protect Corio Bay from refinery wastes. Mr Doug Hil!, of 
the foundation, said yesterday it appeared that only individuals directly affected 
by Licences could challenge them. "An individual isn't going to be able to afford 
to mount a case like this," Mr Hill said. "If organisations can't, then who will?” 
The foundation is considering a further appeal in the Supreme Court and is pressing 
the State Government to alter its environment protection legislation. [Text] 
[Melbourne THE AGE in English 23 Oct 80 p 19] 


CHALLENGE TO OFFSHORE MINING--Conservationists are expected to challenge attempts 
to mine mineral sand from the ocean floor off-shore from Moreton Island, Stradbroke 
Island and the Gold Coast. The Queensland Conservation Council chairman, Mr John 
McCabe, said that prawn beds and corals could be disturbed by mining. Little is 
known of the effects of off-shore sand mining. A full environmental study should 
be required before mining was allowed. But off-shore mining probably would not be 
as detrimental as mining on the sand islands. The managing director of Ocean Re- 
sources NL, Mr George Alcorn, said exploration off-shore soon would mark out tar- 
gets for future drilling. An environmental study would follow if drilling estab- 
lished that there was a viable commercial ore body. [Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER- 
MAIL in English 25 Oct 80 p 28) 


21 














FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST=-Canberra: A Government official yesterday reaffirmed 
Australian opposition to testing of nuclear devices after weekend reports that 
France planned an explosion at Mururoa Atoll in the Pacific. The Greenpeace organ- 
isation said that previous detonations of nuclear bombs damaged the base rock of 
the atoll and another exp! sion was almost certain to leak radiation into the 
ocean. The Australian official said there had been reports that the rim of the 
atoll was like "Swiss cheese" as a result of past testing. The Greenpeace organi- 
sation said that the French plan involved a method not previously used and expressed 
fears of a huge seismic disruption to sensitive plates of the earth's surface. 
Australia does not normally protest formally about below-ground testing, but the 
‘ficial said that reaction on any testing at Mururoa could not be foreshadowed 
till after an explosion had occurred. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in 
English 26 Oct 80 p 5] 


WIND EROSION IN WEST--Wind erosion in WA agricultural areas is as severe this year 
as in the drought year of 1969. Mr D.J. Carter, a research officer with the Agri- 
culture Department's soil-conservation services branch, said yesterday that the 
damage had been caused by the lack of follow-up rains. It appeared that Jerra- 
mungup was the worst-affected area. About 10 per cent of its cropped area had 
suffered erosion. The department was researching the economic aspects of wind 
erosion. Studies were being made at Newdegate to find out how much a failed crop 
could be grazed before erosion occurred. The department hoped to have some infor- 
mation for farmers early next year. Mr Carter has produced a pamphlet to help 
farmers understand and try to prevent soil erosion by sand-blasting. The pamphlet 
says that erosion occurs with wind speeds of 10 knots (18 km/h). If the wind 
speed doubles, the rate of sand movement increases eight times. Mr Carter said 
the winds that caused most paddock erosion in the south of WA were the north- 
westerlies which preceded the low-pressure systems that brought most of the win- 
ter rains. In 1980, the rains had not always followed the wind and crops had 
suffered extensive damage. Mr Carter said that it was too late to restore farm- 
land already blown out. However, the pamphlet suggested ways to prevent erosion 
in the future. The pamphlet is available free from department offices. [Text] 
[Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 29 Oct 80 p 38] 


cso: 5000 
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PLANS TO PROTECT ISLANDS FROM EROSTON TOLD 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Sep 80 pp 1, 12 





[Text] Chittagong, Sept. 6:--The Government is contemplating taking up a “master 
plan' shortly for protection of the off shore islands from erosion State Minister 
for Power, Water Resources and Flood Control A HL K Siddiqi said here today, reports 
ENA. 


He said the plan expected to be launched from later this year also aims at strength- 
ening the measures for reclamation of land ‘n the coastal areas of the country. 


Mr. Siddiqi was formally commissioning into service the "M.V. Anwesha” a coastal 
survey vessel at Fringeebazar Ghat here this afternoon. The vessel would carry 
out hydrographic survey throughout the coastal areas under a land reclamation project. 


The project taken up by the Water Development Board in 1978 under a joint collabor- 
ation with the Government of the Netherlands involves an amount of Taka 280 million 
including a foreign exchange component of Taka 121.3 million. 


The project aims at carrying out a comprehensive survey and study of the natural 
processes influencing land accretion in the active delta region of the Vay of Bengal 
from Tetulia estuary (west of Bhola) to the Chittagong coast. 


The State Minister said that a national water plan" is also being prepared under 
which as many as seven Hundred schemes would be taken up for water conservancy, 
water management and best possible and most effective use of the water resources. 


Ma! ing a particular reference to Bhola, Hatia and Sandwip Mr. Siddiqi said that all 
“ftorts and energies are to be combined together for protection of these islands 
f.om erosion. He said efforts should be directed for arresting the huge silt being 
carried every year by the rivers. 


The function was addressed among others by Mr. Mustafizur Rahman, Chairman of the 
Water Development Board, Mr. Van Banning First Secretary of the Royal Netherlands 
Embassy in Bangladesh and Mr. C. Veeningen, visiting Project Manager from the 
Netherlands. 














INDONESIA 


HEAVY METAL POLLUTION CRITICAL IN JAKARTA BAY 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 10 Oct 80 pp 1, 9 
{[Article: "Pollution of the Jakarta Coast by Heavy Metals Is Critical") 


[Text] An investigation of pollution of the Jakarta coast by heavy metals shows that 
the situation is critical and that serious attention must be given to remedying the 
situation in the future, according to information received from a KOMPAS source at 
the City Hall on Thureday [9 October]. 


The source, who did not want to be identified, said the results of the investigation 
were obtained on 25 September 1980, but the origin of the pollution is uncertain. 


The initial findings showed that pollution is being carried by the rivers, but the 
source of the pollution is still unknown. It is, however, connected with the dis- 
charge of dangerous wastes from industrial chemical processes into the rivers. Thus, 
the targets of the investigation are industries that are developing rapidly, parti- 
cularly in the Jakarta and West Java regions, the source said. 


Various agencies, he said, have been involved in the investigation of pollution for 
some time, including the Oil and Gas Institute, LON, the National Atomic Energy 
Agency, the Work Sanitation and Industrial Hygiene Agency, as well as the Special 
Capital Region of Jakarta PPPPL. 


Heavy metals believed to be polluting the northern coast of Jakarta are mercury, 
lead, zinc, chromium, and iron. KOMPAS' source did not indicate the degree to which 
each of these metals is found in the waters of Jakarta Bay, but he said the level for 
zinc had reached 0.034 parts per million. 


Fish Population Threatened 


Without mentioning the acceptable level of pollution for Indonesia, the source 
added that a level of zinc such as this would be considered dangerous in Japan. 


Mercury (Hg) is the most dangerous of the heavy metals which pollute the bay. It 
can kill humans gradually and can threaten fish populations as well. Humans who 
eat fish containing mercury may eventually suffer harm. The present level of pol- 
lution ii. Jakarta Bay must receive serious attention if we want a continuing healthy 
environment, he added. 
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An investigation is underway in which samples are taken of the wastes discharged by 
industries, and the resulte of this investigation may be available by the end of 
this month. "The analysis phase ia being completed,” he said, 


If the results of the investigation confirm the initial findings, "waste water 
treatment" facilities must be built as a preventive measure in every industry die- 
charging heavy metal wastes. 


Up to now it has only been “speculated” that the pollution is caused by industries 
ior other hypotheses have been put forward which say that the pollution may also be 
due to geological faults. 


Responding to a question, the source said big companies will accept the investigat’>n 
because they are equipped with “waste water treatment" facilities. Most danger 

comes from domestic capital investment companies whose plants are rarely equipped 
with such facilities. 


When the investigation is completed and it is proved that industries are the source 
of the pollution, no better measure can be taken to prevent this pollution than to 
require industries to build “water treatment" facilities. However, this is very 
costly and many businessmen, therefore, may not be able to do so, the source said. 


He added that the industrial project in Pulogadung is included among industries 
which produce most of the dangerous heavy metal wastes. 


6804 
cso: 5000 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


HERBICIDES STUDY--An investigation has started in Wellington to find out if there is 
any basis to a Swedish claim of a link between 2,4,5-T and cancer. A Swedish study 
has claimed that people using phenoxy herbicides (including 2,4,5-T) are six times 
more likely to develop a rare form of soft tissue cancer. As a result, the Agri- 
cultural Chemicals Board here made a preliminary evaluation of this study to see if 
there were any grounds for the claim. The finding was that these results were “in- 
conclusive” but they did carry a warning for New Zealand, and studies continue. 
"After considering the report, the board decided that there was no justification at 
the present time for placing restrictions on the use of phenoxy herbicides,” said 
the board's chairman, Mr Percy Clark. In the meantime, the board wants to find a 
way of reducing exposure to the chemical people using it. [Text] [Wellington 
THE EVENING POST in English 14 Nov 80 p 3/ Herbicide manufacturer Ivon Watkins- 
Dow supports the investigation in New Zealand of a possible link between herbicides 
like 2,4,5-T and cancer. While the company did not believe the herbicides were the 
hazard some people thought, any scientific study of them was for the good, said its 
research manager, Mr R. Moffatt. [Excerpt] uckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in 
English 15 Nov 80 p 1/ 


ENERGY ADVISORY GROUP--The public will be able to contribute to Government energy 
policy-making decisions on a new committee just established. Known as the Energy 
Advisory Committee, the group is made up of representatives of consumers, environ- 
mentalists, academics and people with skills related to energy. Although the an- 
nouncement of the committee was made in the 1980 “Energy Plan” released earlier 
this year, its members have only just been appointed. The chairman of the committee 
is Professor R F Meyer, dean of the School of Engineering at Auckland University. 
Environmental and social groups are represented by the editor of “Energywatch", 

Mrs Molly Melhuish, and the chairman of the Nature Conservation Council, Dr Carolyn 
Surr . The committee will hola its first meeting in Wellington on December 5. Its 
t.. § of reference are fairly broad and allow the committee the chance to examine 
 9t aspects of this country's energy policy. It will also seek the public's views 
on ecergy development. [Excerpts] {Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 13 Nov 
80 p 5 


CSO: 5000 
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TOTAL LOGGING BAN MULLED FOR LUZON 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 21 Nov 80 pp 1, 6 


(Text ] 


A TOTAL ban on logging in 
Luzon has been proposed by forestry 
officials to prevent the rapid denu- 
dation of forests in the areca. 

A study on the proposed logging 
ban is already being finalized by the 
Bureau of Forest Development and 
is expected to be forwarded soon to 
the President. 

Forest Development Director 
Edmundo Cortez told newsinen yes- 
terday that the study will determine 
whether to impose a total ban or 
merely a suspension of logging acti- 
vities in Luzon 


eee 
CORTEZ said that in the mean- 


time, the BFD will find out ways 
by which the number of concessiun- 
aires and saw nill operators could be 
further reduced to prevent the rapid 


depletion 
Luzon 


He said that as much as pussidic, 
only big concessionaires, who have 
invested a big capital for their plants 
and reforestation efforts would be al- 
lowed to operate in Luzon 

The proposed total jogging ban 
was triggered by the recent typhoon 
which hit in Central and Northern 
Luzon causing widespread destruc- 
tion and death. 


of forest resources in 


THE FLOODING was attributed 
of forests in 
Luzon, which Cortez said is not 
there were 


to ti Jenudation 


total, accurate since 
may factors that caused it 


It is not the first time that such 
a proposal was raised but because of 


typhoon Arings devastation in 
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11 provinces in Luzon, “remedial 
measures” like the logging ban 
have to be taken, he said. 


Other remedial measures, he said, 
are 

o Cumpulsory replanting of river- 
Uanks anc: privately-owned conces- 
ons to be undertaken by Icase- 
holders and title-holders. 


© Replenting of al forest lands, 
watersheds and other open @aces with 
lastgrowmg wood @ecies, to be under 
taken by both the government and 
«oud industry operators. 


@ Review of all tember = lwensees and 
sawmill operator with a view of limiting 
timber uperstions to only the bigger 
.oneesseonaires 


@ REDUCING the aluwodke cul, which 
is 17 million cube meters this year, to 
only 10 million cube meters next year, al 
over the nation, particularly in the Luson 
provinces, 


@ implementing a cooperative refo- 
restation program between the govern 
ment and the Philippine Wood Products 
Agociation for Regions |. Il and Ill, 
particularly along the highways and river 
banks 


@ | armarking a bigger portion of the 
P1SO million reforestation budget to the 
devustated forest lands in the Luzon pru 
vinevs 

see 

CORTEZ wad that he is meeting next 
scvk with sawmill operaturs and tunber 
lnenmes to work out the reforestation 
Programs for the | uzon provinces 

He sa hb «ill also investigate reports 
that anal timber licenses and operators 
arc Cngaged in illegal lugging in Luzon 

Feeept for the Cagayan Valley 
proving, which, he suid is next io Minds 
nwo in terms of forest denvty, logging ope: 
rations will be banned all over | uzon 





CZECHOS LOVAK IA 


BRIEFS 


AIR POLLUTION COSTLY IN SSR--Estimated yearly damage caused by air pollution in 
Slovakia amounts to Kes 910 million; of this damage to soil and vegetation 

Kes 85-110 million. Of the total of 1,285,000 tons of pollutants transmitted by 
air 597,000 tons are of solid and 688,000 tons of gaseous nature. Most of the 
solid pollutants come from power stations, heating plants and industrial plants 
using boilers (33 percent); other energy sources (27 percent); metallurgical 
plants (10 percent). The worst pollution in the SSR can be found in the Central 


and East Slovak Kraj. About 20 percent of East Slovakia populace live under condition 
of excessive air pollution. [Bratislava EKONOMIKA POLNOHOSPODARSTVA in Slovak 

Nov 80 p 523] 

C30: 5000 
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YUGOSLAVIA 





ENVLRONMENTAL POLLUTION IN SERBIA NOTED 
Zagreb SEDAM DANA supplement to VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 8 Nov 80 p 21 
[Article by Seska Stanojlovic } 


[Text] Or the territory of Serbia there are as many as 2,500 industrial 
installations and engine plants that pollute the air. Neither rivers nor lakes 
are spared from ever increasing pollution, while there is a type of catch word 
that says that investments in protecting the human environment are a “luxury,” 
which threatens to irrevocably destroy the environment. 


The warning declared recently from the podium of the Republic Conference of the 
Socialist Alliance of the Working People of Serbia sounded nearly dramatic: 
springs and rivers are so polluted that soon we will not have drinking water! 


What has been said for the rivers certainly also applies to everything else 

that we regard to be part of the ecology. Analyses, one of which was carried 
out by the Republic Conference of the Socialist Alliance of the Working People 
of Serbia, show that the air, the water, foods and the land are daily being more 
polluted by chemical pollutants such as additives, pesticides, herbicides, 
antibiotics, hormones, heavy metals and other chemical agents. 


Many rivers have already been “declassified” on the basis of water quality, 
largely because of waste waters that are discharged into them without any 
preliminary purification. There are very few labor organizations that have 
provided the necessary machinery for purification, and those that do exist are 
deteriorating due to poor maintenance and inexpert operation so that from year 
to year the situation becomes ever more critical. 


Another data shows that on the territory of Serbia proper there are 2500 registered 
industrial installations and engine plants that are polluting the air, and as in 
the case of the rivers, there are very few organizations that have installed 
equipment for cleaning the air. If the automobiles and other motor vehicles are 
added to these it is clear that in almost every city, one can no longer breathe 
because of the smog. 


Massive violations of relationships in the ecology have not come only because of 
the rapid industrialization of the country, but primarily because of insufficient 
respect for ecological principles, because of imports of antiquated and dirty 
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technology, because of unscientific purchases of foreign knowledge, simply because 
of ignorance. Ignorance, or insufficient and superficial knowledge, is the cause 
of low productivity in the economy, of uneconomic utilization of natural resources 
and intensive pollution of the ecology, as stated by Dusan Kanazir, vice president 
of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts at the session of the Republic Confer- 
ence of the Socialist All!*nce of the Working People of Serbia. 


The pollution problem did not begin yesterday, and neither did che actions 
initiated, chiefly by sociopolitical organization in the name of protecting the 
valuable ecology in which we live. A suitable social climate was accompanied by 
many systemic laws and regulations. 


As an example, the law on associated labor requires that resources for the prote. 
tion of the natural environment be set aside from income. The law on the plann ng 
system obliges planners to protect the human environment and to include spacial 
considerations in social and developmental plans. 


It is, however, clear that these laws and regulations are largely ignored. The 
dichotomy between growing social concern and numerous actions, and efficiency in 
problem solving, is ever greater, and the ecology is becoming ever more polluted 
and, as specialists say, degraded. 


One factor that causes a significant problem lies in the conviction that invest- 

ments for protecting the ecology are an expense and not an investment with a 
positive economic effect. In other words, such investments are a type of luxury 
for Yugoslavia's otherwise overburdened, underproductive and underprofitable 
conomy that cannot bear such added burdens. 


Such these are not, of course, difficult to refute. Instead of them, only one 
question is needed: Could not the money that is otherwise spent for recapitaliza- 
tion and the development of the economy be used to import “clean technology," and 
could not the antiquated licenses purchased abroad be improved by domestic 
knowledge? Could we not in general rely more on our own knowledge, in accordance 
with our own needs. And if “luxury” is involved, is there a greater luxury than 
the irrevocable destruction of that which is dearest to us? 


12,131 
cso: 5000 
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CUBA 


REASONS FOR POLLUTION OF HAVANA BAY NOTED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 23 Oct 80 p 6 


[Text] The marine birds, eternal fishermen of the sea, no longer fly over the bay. 
No playful schools of fish stir up foamy wakes. Only giant vessels and small craft 
ply the waters, cutting through oil slicks, a mixture of hydrocarbons and other sub- 
stances, wood, pieces of rotting hide and the unending debris that continually 
washes into the port of Havana, turning it into the most polluted body of water in 
the province. 


The pollution is the direct result of the growth of the surrounding urban and subur- 
ban areas. Lacking basic sanitation services (sewer system), they dump their waste 
into the superficial currents that stream into the bay. 


This convenient and cheap system of doing away with waste by those producing it has 
exhausted the body of water's capacity to cleanse itself. 


Causes 


There are many causes of this continuing pollution, but the main ones are: the in- 
correct use of rain runoff drains, combining domestic and industrial sewers with 
them before they empty into the bay at the following rates: soft water, 2,000 
liters per second; slaughterhouse, 100 liters per second; San Nicolas, 50 liters 
per second; others, 150 liters per second. 


A total of 200,000 cubic meters of sewage is dumped into the bay daily at the differ- 
ent spots mentioned. 


Streams 


The Luyano, Martin Perez and Tadeo streams carry nearly 79,000 cubic meters of 
heavily polluted water into the bay every day. 


In addition, we have the direct or indirect dumping by industries located on or 
near the bay. Most of these industries lack equipment for waste treatment and those 
that have it use it improperly. 


Different research completed has shown that the continuous polluting of these waters 
has made it nearly impossible for plant and animal life to survive. 
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Key: 
1. Havana Bay 
2. Rain water drain 
3. Legend 
Main industries 
Urban areas 


The map on the preceding page shows the ten major sources of pollution and the urban 
areas that dump their waste into the superficial currents by means of drains and 
other outlets. The factories or industries are: [original numbering] 1) the 
Frank Pais Powerplant; 2) Nico Lopez Refinery; 3) Antonio Maceo Powerplant; 

4) Otto Parellada Powerplant; 5) Evello Rodriguez Gas Plant; 6) Cuba Distillery; 
7) Antonio Maceo Slaughterhouse; 8) Havana Distillery; 9) Cesar Escalante 
Tannery; and 10) the Ciro Redondo Slaughterhouse. These and other industries near 
the bay now have the floor! 


This is an old problem that has naturally grown worse in recent years. Studies 
made in 1939, 1975 and 1979 and others now underway show that the bacteriological 


and physical-chemical pollution comes from the sources mentioned and from ships 
in the bay. 


Reclamation 


In keeping with international commitments anu programs to save and preserve the 
environment, Havana Bay has been included in the province's hydrosanitary program, 
which has led to discussions with the main industries involved so that they may 
draft plans aimed at reducing or eliminating the harmful practice. 


In order to be fair, one must say that the Nico Lopez Refinery has been the only 
industry that has worked out an immediate and long-range program whose objectives 
are the repair, maintenance and construction of the necessary treatment facilities 
in order to do away with dumping grease and hydrocarbons into the water (an impor- 
tant measure because this factory sent thousands of tons of petroleum waste into the 
bay annually). 


In addition, the port's sanitation unit was set up, endowed with equipment and per- 
sonnel to carry out the extraction and removal of floating liquids and solids and 
to collect, haul and do away with waste from vessels anchored in the harbor. 


The hydrosanitary program approved in 1976 includes a proposed sewer system includ- 
ing the construction of main catch basins and systems from the Lawton subregions, 
streams that empty into the Luyano, the Martin Perez Basin and the Regla area, 

by means of which the waterways mentioned, the Tadeo Stream and the bay will be 
served. 


Naturally, this will not come about in a flash because an evil that has been allowed 


to continue for years cannot be cured in days. However, it is a good beginning 
with tangible measures and promising prospects. 
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Despite all of the foregoing, some measure of understanding must be reached by the 
agencies and organizations which are responsible, directly or indirectly, for the 
pollution of the bay. They must realize their responsibility for undertaking pro- 
srams to treat waste substances or materials and for carrying out the necessary sani- 
tation projects that will contribute to the gradual reclamation of this fine body 

of water that is now contaminated. 


If all those involved understand, as they must, we shall have wha’ Dr Pedro Rodri- 
guez Alvarez, head of the Department of Communal Hygiene explained: ‘Greater speed 
and precision in the hydrosanitary program, making it possible to save the flora, 
fauna and environmental conditions of this bay of such great economic and social 
importance and natural beauty. Anyone involved in this issue who does not help to 
improve this fine resource is either ignorant or insensitive." 


Note: The basic information for this article was taken from the report "Control 

of Environmental Pollution in Havana City Province," presented by Dr Oscar Fernandez 
Mell, member of the Centrai Committee of the party, chairman of the Provincial 
People’s Government Assembly and a contributor to the First National Congress on 
Hygiene and Epidemiology. 


11,464 
CSO: 5000 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 





BUSINESS VENTURES THREATEN COUNTRY WITH DEFORESTATION 
Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 4 Nov 80 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Minerva Isa) 


[Text] Constanza, 3 Nov--Amid eroded soils, fire-ravaged mountains and rivers 
that have lost their ewift flow, here and in Jarabacoa extensive forests of 
pine and other timber trees are being destroyed for commercial purposes at eight 
sawmills that are operating at full capacity. 


Hundreds of green pines are being felled in the sprawling woodlands in these 
municipalities, to which we can add the clearings for small farms and pasture~ 
land. 


In many cases the deforestation is being done under permits granted by the 
Forestry Bureau, which issues them supposedly to make use of "the trees felled 
by Hurricane David" to produce lumber. 


Nevertheless, during a several day swing through the area, EL CARIBE reporters, 
assisted by experts in the field, verified that although dry trees are, in fact, 
felled, adult green pines are also being cut down on a large scale. 


This can be seen along the highway from La Vega to Jarabacoa, but it is most 
prevalent in the area around the Montana Hotel and particularly in the forests 
behind it, as well as all along the road to the La Descubierta section in 
Constanza, among other districts. 


Much sore intensive felling than we saw in La Descubierta is taking place along 
the Constanza-Valle Nuevo Highway. 


Deforestation is also going on under the name of "thinnings to enhance our 
forests." 


The head of the Jarabacoa Forest District, Sixto Reynoso Mejia, said that "a 
number of thinnings are being undertaken to enhance the forests, and they have 
the approval of the president of the republic." 


Tove thinning authorized in this municipality covers an area of 6,000 tareas of 
pine trees. The goal is to eliminate “diseased, crooked and forked trees and 
those that compete with others for growth." 








Forestry experte feel that our forests are too thinned out already, noting, 
moreover, that they have not detected any disease affecting them, 


A large quantity of recently cut green pines could be seen in the area being 
"thinned out" in Jarabacoa (extensive woodlands near the Montana Hotel). 
Recently felled pines are easily detected by their bark, the penetrating smell 
of the wood and the resin oozing out. Also, green branches can be seen spread 
along the ground. 


There, as well as in other wooded areas, the trunks of felled pines are not 
visible at a glance. You have to go several kilometers into the forest, and 
the farther you go, the more felled pines you come across. We also saw that 
the trunks are burned to facilitate the cutting. 


Moreover, the trees are not cut down in just one spot in these areas; they are 
felled throughout the forest, with several left standing, so that people riding 
along the highway do not notice. 


In contrast, reporters from this paper found areas that were completely bare 
or with very few pines, areas that used to be covered with dense woodlands. 


Other indications are the many pines that still dot the forests with their 
green branches intact, the “thinning” corridors for transporting the trees and 
the opening of access roads in the forest itself to sawmills or band mills, 

in most of which we saw a considerable amount of stored wood. 


A high percentage of the felled pines were not downed by Hurricane David 14 
months ago because the mark made by axes is unmistakeable and because people 
have been seen cutting down green pines, on top of the other aforementioned 
indications. 


The trees downed by the hurricane are characterized by dry and partly eaten away 
wood, which does not exude any odor. They have also lost their bark, and the 
surface of the trunk is much smoother. 


Deforestation is going on on both public and private land. Trunks 14 to 16 
inches in diameter and branches 4 to 6 inches across are being cut. In the 
Pinar Parejo section of Constanza there is a sawmill with two band saws that have 
a capacity of 1,000 feet of wood a day. It began operations in January and in 

a few months had produced 57,000 feet of lumber. The equipment was purchased 
from Colombia. 


Some 1,000 trees 14 to 16 inches in diameter are needed to produce 1,000 feet 
a day of lumber. If 3 to 4-inch diameter branches are used, between 3,000 and 
4,000 trees are needed. 


A road is currently being opened up that will provide access to another sawmill 
that the state is going to set up in Sabana de los Rodriguez in the Constanza 
section. 
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Another sawmill in thie municipality is the one at Valle Nuevo in the forest 
iteelf. It is owned by Jose Delio Gueman, Jr. EL CARIBE reporters found a large 
amount of intercrossed lumber, in other words, in baskets, ae it ie called, as 
well ae many trunks scattered on the ground, while the saw operated at full 
capacity. 


The reporters arrived as the company's workers were cutting down green pines. 
They cut off the green branches as the trees were being felled, but others were 
left on the ground with their branches intact. 


Flower nurseries are being built over an area of more than | square kilometer 
in these sprawling woodlands, and an enormous potato field can also be seen. 

These used to be thickly forested areas. They have also opened up an access 

road amid the pines. 


Near the sawmill and on the other side of the highway from Constanza to Valle 
Nuevo, there are vast tracts of pines where large-scale felling has clearly 
gone on. We saw a thinning corridor to transport the lumber that begins at the 
entrance to the forest and narrows to its end inside it. 


Nothing Wasted 


Mr Ciriaco Morillo, the foreman at the sawmill, said that “we're not doing large- 
scale sawing here. The hurricane downed a lot of pines, and we're not letting 
them go to waste." 


He told reporters that the head man, whom he identified as an agronomist, warned 
him not to let strangers in. When asked whether people coming to buy lumber 
could enter, he replied that they could. 


Another sawmill here is located in the El Cercado district, half a kilometer from 
the city. It is owned by Firo Dominguez. The man in charge, Santiago Abad 
Lorenzo, said that the wood they saw up is brought in by people who get permits 
from the Forestry Bureau. 


"We work on timber from people with permits; everything is according to the law 
here. The wood over there was gotten under a permit that Danilo Vasquez paid 
600 or 700 pesos for at Foresta. We don't know what happened, because a few 
days after he began bringing it in, they suspended his permit, and he lost his 
money. The timber is from David's time," he indicated. 


There are four other bandmills in the urban area of Constanza, but they operate 
on a small scale. Two of them are located in El Cercado, one on Jose Ramon 
Kelly Street and one on Miguel Andres Abreu. 


Like the four in Jarabacoa, they have a license from Internal Revenue 
authorizing them as cabinetmaking shops or industries manufacturing furniture 
or other wood products. 


Is the installation of a band saw justified in a small cabinetmeking shop? The 
answer is provided by the considerable amount of timber that many of them saw up 
every day, in addition to the wood in storage, of which there is so much that 
only a tiny portion of it could be used for the purpoges listed on the license. 
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One of the sawmills with the moet extensive facilities, aside from a furniture 
shop, ise the one near La Poga, it is the property of Rafael Genao, the son of 
Mr Rogelio Genao, who wae interviewed at his business. 


There we saw many loge vf old, eaten away wood but aleo a great many trunks of . 
fresh wood, 


Genao said that the wood that they saw up “has been bought from Basilie in Pinar 
Parejo with a prior permit from the forestry director" and that when a "thincing" 
is ordered, they cut down "forked trees." 


Forest Enhancement 


"The pines that are cut are the diseased ones; that's called forest enhancement. 
All of that wood was brought down along the rivers; it's more than 12-15 years 
old, and they're called sunken pieces," he indicated. 


The “sunken pieces," which had quite smooth surfaces, differed greatly from the 
piles of trunks that still had fresh bark exuding resin. . 


He said that this timber was for the people hit by Hurricane David. “They 
bring it here to have it sawed up so that they can build their huts," he said. 


Genao pointed out that “there are no sawmills now. This bandmill is about 7 
or 8 months old, and its output is around 25 feet a day.” 


He showed us the license and a bunch of permits issued to various persons by 
the Forestry Bureau, one of which reads as follows: 


“Pursuant to a request from Anneris de Estevez, manager of the Montana Hotel, to 
produce 40 pieces of pine with a diameter of 6 to 10 inches and a length of 10 
to 12 inches, and 45 branches of the same tree species totaling 400 board 

feet, cut down without a permit by the current manager of the Hotel Industry 
Development Corporation, from Hotel Montana, municipality of Jarabacoa, to a 
band mill in the same municipality, for the purpose of being processed or 
utilized in the manufacture of cabinets, tables, chairs, a library, a recreation 
cottage and houses for the employees.” 


The document, on stamped paper from the Forestry Bureau, is dated 3 January 1980 
and signed by the bureau director, Army Brig Gen Jesus Manuel Mota Henriquez. 


Another permit, dated 12 March 1979, says that under Law 5856 the interested 
party, Mr Felix Cepeda, is allowed “to collect add transport 2,000 pieces of 
ebony wood from the land owned by the Dominican Government at El Guano in tie 
Tireo section of Constanza to the band mil) owned by Mr Jose del Riego Orozco in 
Jarabacoa." 


Genao clarified that the permit for the ebony “was for another band mill that 
processes ebony, not this one.” 











He noted that the tax he pays to the Internal Revenue on the sale of timber is 
22.5 pesos per million cubic feet. 


Lora and Balaguer 
There is another sawmill with a cabinetmaking shop in the Rivera del Yaque 


section of Jarabacoa. Owned by Mre Dinorah del Riego, the company is called 
Jarabacoa Industrial. 





Victor Manuel Abreu Pina, an executive with the firm, said that “the band mill 
is about 8 years old and has been in use for 2; we process wind wood [palo de 
viento] for making machete handles, and ebony for furniture. 


"Pine is, to be sure, a heavily traded item; we used to see loaded trucks coming 
down from the Angosto, Paso Bajito and Manabao zones, but because of the report 
that (Augusto) Lora filed, the trucks are not heading out anymore," he indicated. 


“Under (Joaquin) Balaguer's administration we had almost no work; if we worked 
2 months, then we spent 6 doing nothing, because they they weren't giving out 
permits. But staring with this administration, we've always gotten the permits. 
They've assigned us quotas at Foresta. Ours is 6,000 feet of ebony a month and 
25 trunks of wind wood a month. You get 250 feet to a trunk,” he said. 


in the Hato Viejo section of Jarabacoa, 24 kilometers from the city, there is 
another band mill where we noticed a great many green pines and stored 
lumber. According to employees, they take it from here to Santiago. 


Ramon Garcia, an employee, noted that “we have almost no work to do because very 
few of the trees that the hurricane downed are left." 


In contrast, other sawmill owners said that "many of the trees that the hurricane 
felled" are still around and “those are the ones that we are using.” 


Mr Manuel Ramirez, the owner of a band mili in the Rincon section of Jara- 
bacoa, showed us a license, as other owners did, indicating that his company 
processes wood byproducts and is named “Industrias Ramirez." 


The license authorizes him as a “manufacturer of wood products, using power- 
driven equipment." 


Owners of these businesses say that they have band mills, not sawmills, because 
the latter use a circular saw and gas oil or steam engines, whereas the former 
use bands and electricity. 


A techuician whom we consulted said in this connection that “there is really 
no difference because they both do the same thing: sawing timber. The only 
difference would be that the sawmills used to be located ir the forest and now 
they are in town.” 
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Many sawmills or band mille are located in the urban area, and one is in the 
forest itself. 


A Few Branches and Small Trees 


The man in charge of the Constanza Forestry Subdistrict, Mr Alejandro Dominguez, 
said that timber trees can be felled only with a permit from the Forestry Bureau. 


In his judgment, the trees being cut down with permits are "the ones that fell 
because of Hurricane David, and maybe a few people are cutting down some branches 
and small trees, but the pines that are being felled were rotting." 


In the office yard there are some 200 pieces and 40 logs of pinewood that 
Dominguez said were confiscated by the bureau from some people who had cut 
them without authorization and were arrested and put on trial. 


"Cutting down trees is allowed here only when permits come from the bureau, and 
we are planting all kinds of them, because we have to reforest our woodlands," 
he indicated. 


EL CARIBE reporters spoke with Dominguez 3 days after they were in La Descubierta. 
When they told him about the felling of green pines that is going on there, he 
stated that only dry trees were being cut down in that area, and only with 
Foresta permission. 


Shortly thereafter, forest ranger Pedro Antonio Araujo told Dominguez in the 
presence of the reporters that "forest ranger Marcos Diaz wants to see you 
because they found 15 dozen green logs in La Descubierta and they showed him a 
thinning cut. Two men were doing the cutting, which was supposedly for a fair 
in Puerto Plata." 


Dominguez said that he would go to La Descubierta to conduct an investigation. 


With regard to the Vaile Nuevo sawmill, Dominguez said that “it belongs to a 
son of Jose Delio Guzman, not the government. It is a band mill that he uses 
to process wood from his own estate, but it's deadwood." 


"The two government band mills are in Pinar Parejo; there are others in Sabana 
de San Juan, in San Jose de Ocoa, in Nagua and in Falconbridge at the mine, 
where they make use of the trees that are knocked down," he pointed out. 


For his part, forestry expert Sixto Reynoso Mejia, the head of the Jarabaco. 
Forest District, said in response to questions that "I am like a paramilitary 
man and I go by military regulations, and we are not permitted to make state- 
ments unless we are authorized by Foresta, but in a case like this I can 
make them. 


"Some thinnings are being done with the approval of the president of the 
republic to enhance our forests. The work is directed by forestry engineers 
to improve the woodlands, as forestry techniques dictate, for commercial 
purposes. It is not true that this is being done behind the president's back. 
It has his authorization," he stated. 
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He said that "let's hope that all of the country's forests get this kind of 
treatment," after noting that the Forestry Bureau "does not authorize band 
mills; Internal Revenue does, and we do the monitoring so that they don't 
process secretly cut timber.” 


The forestry official indicated that they are using rapid growth species to 
reforest in various areas of Jarabacoa and that they have river basin protection 
projects under way. 


Another forestry expert felt that “reforestation ought be done with broad- 
leafed trees, cautioning that we must prevent the thinning of forests from 
causing further erosion of soils and a loss of river volume, 


"Felling trees, both for commercial and farming purposes, causes soil erosion, 
which is happening here, because if there are no trees, the rain falls directly 
to the ground and carries away the layer of vegetation, and this sediment 

winds up in rivers and streams," he said. 


Furthermore, “where there are no trees, the wind also carries away the layer of 
vegetation because there is nothing there to protect it, and the upshot of this 
is that there can be no agriculture. In order to make eroded lands fertile 
again, they have to be treated scientifically, and that takes many years." 


Deforestation is affecting “all of the country's rivers, and the Constanza River 
is a striking example of this; it used to be an abundant river, but now it has 
80 percent less water than 20 years ago." 


He cited the Grande River as another example in this area. It used to be “a 
source of water for both human consumption and agriculture, but now most of 
the people in the area have to drill wells, and they had to look for the 
source of the water system in another river." 


8743 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


PAPER EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER DEFORESTATION 
Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 5 Nov 80 p 8 
[Editorial: "Deforestation" 


{Text} The feature article published in yesterday's edition of EL CARIBE left 
few, if any doubts about the mass tree clearings that are going on in the 
Jarabacoa and Constanza area for obviously commercial purposes. 


The number of official permits that have been granted, and which were seen by 
our reporters, clearly indicates that the authorities are, at the very least, 
aware of the fellings. 


The crushing fact is that a great many trees have been felled by the ax and are 
now being cut to size at sawmills or band miils. There are also reasons to 
believe that the fellings are not limited to the Jarabacoa, Constanza and Valle 
Nuevo area. 


In the face of these undeniable facts, forest authorities, as well as other 
persons and institutions, have offered the public a series of explanations that 
sound more like a semantic smoke screen. According to some, what we are seeing 
is a “thinning,” a “forest enhancement" or a “utilization of the trees felled 
by the 


This situation cannot and must not continue. The preservation of our main 
natural resources: the layer of vegetation, our river waters and our birds and 
other fauna, depends on trees. 


Without trees in abundance, the Dominican Republic is doomed to becoming a 
desert. Whoever doubts the truth of this assertion ought to study the history 
of Haiti. He will see for himself what that country was like when it had trees. 
He will then realize what it is like now after the process of erosion brought 
on by its own inhabitants. 


The felling of trees must stop, and to this end the government must do every- 
thing that is legally in its power to see to it that our hills and mountains 
are again covered with timber trees. 


This is, in short, a great historic responsibility. The well-being and future of 
Dominicans depends on what is done now to preserve our forests. It is this 
generation's duty not to do anything more to destroy this birthright of all 
Dominicans, present and future. 
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OPERATION 'GREEN SAHEL' EXPLAINED 
Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 28 Aug 80 p 3 


[Text] The Minister of Youth and of Sports Mr Ngongang Ouandji Andre visited the 
sites for Operation “Green Sahel," in the northern region of the country, from 
20 to 25 August 1980. 


His visit included Maroua, Mora, Yagoua, Guider, Mayo-Oulo and Garoua where 
several hectares of desertland have become green spaces thanks to efforts 
organized and supported by the local authorities and by all the youths and 
adults mobilized by the party. 


The goal of Operation "Green Sahel," it should be remembered, is the struggle 
for the protection of the soil, the creation of better ecological conditions, 
and, through groups of workers, the joining of efforts of the youth of all 
regions of Cameroon. It is the result of the government's desire to fight 
against the terrible natural phenomenon of expanding desert lands in the 
northern part of the country. 


Begun in 1977 with 513,000 plants, this operation has succeeded both in participa- 
tion as in returns, and expanded rapidly in 1978 and 1979 through a combination of 
forestation funds, private individuals and administrative authorities. 


In fact, the 1977 work sites brought together not only nationals but also youths 
from certain friendly Central African countries (Chad, Central African Republic), 
from Europe and America (France, Canada, Netherlands, Belgium) through the 
efforts of ACCT (Cultural and Technical Cooperation Agency). 


Approximately 1,300,000 plants have already been planted at different work sites 
in the North. 


Effort of Reforestation 


The reforestation effort has not always been successful, since in certain minis- 
tries the rate of success has fallen from an average 70-80 percent down to 10-20 
percent. The failure was principally caused by natural phenomena such as a too 
frequent or too infrequent rainfall, large amounts of clay in the soils or even 
manmade phenomena such a brush fires. In areas where green spaces have already 
been established, the 1980 campaign has almost entirely concentrated on replace- 
ment planting with the exceptionof the Mayo-Oulo and Garoua sites where expan- 
sion has been sought after. 
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The minister of youth and of sports received the best of welcomes everywhere on 
behalf of the administrative, political and municipal authorities who expressed 
their gratitude for the interest the government has shown their problems, and 
their wish that such visits would be continued, The trip ended at Garoua with 
a workshop for the provincial leaders so that Operation "Green Sahel II" can be 
launched soon. This will consist of decentralizing the operation from the 
ministerial level to that of the village communities and schools. 


The minister of youth and of sports, who was accompanied by the director genera] 
of the National Office of Participation in Development, the director of youth 
and the director of the National Office of Sports, took advantage of his visit ac 
each place to visit the departments of his ministry, as well as the sports 
installations. 


9128 
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MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


CORN FOR DROUGHT AREAS~--Mwanza--Wednesday--Village Headmen in chiefs Kanduku and 
Nthache have praised the leadership of His Excellency the Life President for the 
free maize distributed to people in their drought stricken areas. The traditional 
leaders made the remark after people in their areas received free maize at Njanjama 
and Tulonkhondo. They said that, people worked hard last year, but failed to oop- 
tain enough crop due to poor rainfal in their areas. Areas in Mvanza which were 
affected by drought were Tulonkhondo, Thambani, in the west constituency, Chifunga, 
Nselemu and Magareta in central constituency and the whole of Lisungwi area in east 
constituency. The District Party Chairman here, Mr. Leonard Chiludzi said 1,600 


bags of maize would be distributed to people every month.--MANA [Text] [Blantyre 
DAILY TIMES in English 20 Nov 80 p 3] 


CSO: 5000 
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NIGERIA 


SOLL EROSION SAID SERIOUS; 30,000 PEOPLE DISPLACED 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 11 Nov 80 p l 


[Article by Mohammed Salau] 


{Text | 


OVER half a million inhabitants of Ankpa town in 
Benue State now face serious threat of soi) erosion. 

The erosion has displaced over 30,000 people so far 
and has also rendered those affected bankcrupt as a 
result of a serious damage done to their farmiands 
and livestock. 

This was revealed to a group of journalists working 
in the Benue State drawn from various media 
organisations to Ankpa town for an on-the-spot 
assessment of the situation now threatening life and 


property. 

The journalists led by the Special Adviser on 
Information to the State Governor and Director of 
Information, Mr Daniel Agbese, visited, among other 
places, the Federal Government Teachers’ Cc! :: 
Ankpa, where some of the classrooms and te: 
equipment had been washed away by the erosio, 
Ankpa market where more than 20 buildings were 
damaged and some other areas where buildings 
estimated at over 400,000 Naira had already been washed 
way 


CSO: 5000 
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The Chairman of the Ankpa Local Government 
Caretaker Committee, retired Major Salisu Sani, while 
briefing the journalists stated that unless both the. 
federal and the state governments did something 
urgently to curb the excesses of the menacing erosion 
the consequences would be too great to bear 

He said that a sum of 10,000 Naira recently given to 
the council by. the state government to combat the 
erosion was a ‘drop in the ocean’ and contended that 
only a massive step taken in ail directions without 
regard to the amount of money involved by the state 
and federal governments could save the situation. 

Meanwhile the group of journalists who visited the 
area after assessing the gravity of the damage and 
the possible future danger facing the people agreed to 
call on the federal and state governments, to declare 
Ankpa town a disaster area in order to win financial 
support and sympathy of every Nigerians for the 
victims of the disaster. 














USSR 


TBILISI SESSION OF USSR ACADEMY OF MEDICAL SCIENCES ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
Opening of Meeting 

Tbilisi ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 16 Oct 80 p 3 

/Article (GRUZINFORM): "The Environment and Our Health"/ 


/Text/ These days the capital of Georgia has been receiving the 
best representatives of Soviet medical science. They have gath- 
ered in Tbilisi to take part in the work of the out-of-town ses- 
sion of the general meeting of the USSR Academy of Medical Sci- 
ences, which opened on 15 October at the Theater imeni Rustaveli. 
The theme of the session is the medical and biological aspects of 
environmental protection. 


On the threshold of the 26th CPSU Congress the leading medical scientists of the 
country are summarizing the results of the research in various directions of en- 
vironmental hygiene--such as the influence of urban noise on the health of man, 
the control of air pollution, the role of factors of the production environment on 
the prevention of occupational diseases and others. 


"The gains of Soviet hygienists," President of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences 
Academician N. N. Blokhin said when opening the session, “have been achieved, first 
of all, owing to the enormous concern of the Communist Party and the Soviet Govern- 
ment about the health of the population.” 


Academician Blokhin noted the high level of research in the field of medicine in 
our republic and the contribution of Georgian medical scientists to the development 
of domestic science. He expressed gratitude to the executives of the republic for 
creating all the conditions for the fruitful work of the session of the general 
meeting of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences, which is taking place in Georgia 
for the first time. 


Deputy Chairman of the Georgian SSR Council of Ministers 0. Ye. Cherkeziya greeted 
the participants in the session on behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Georgia and the republic government. 


"We are glad," he said, "that this session is taking place in the capital of Soviet 
Georgia, where the first intergovernmental conference of UNESCO on education in 
the field of the environment was held. The Georgian scientific community is 


47 





showing great interest in the work of the session of the general meeting of the USSR 
Academy of Medical Sciences. We hope that the participants in the session will make 
a worthy contribution to the matter of protecting the natural environment." 


Then Academician of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences G. I. Sidorenko delivered 
the report "Urgent Problems of Environmental Hygiene." Georgian Minister of Health 
Professor G. G. Lezhava devoted his report to the state and prospects of the devel- 
opment of research in the field of environmental hygiene. Academician of the USSR 
Academy of Medical Sciences N. P. Bochkov gave a report on the theme "Genetic Conse- 
quences of the Influence of Environmental Factors." 


In her report Academician of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences G. N. Serdyukov 
skaya examined the influence of environmental factors on the health of the risi.. 
generation. Academician of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences L. A. Il'in s oke 
about the influence of alternative energy sources on man and the environment. Acad- 
emician of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences Yu. I. Borodin reported on the re- 
search in the field of the protection of the environment and the health of the popu- 
lation of Siberia and the Far East. The theme of the report of Academician of the 
USSR Academy of Medical Sciences D. F. Chebotarev was "The Role of the Factors of 
the Production Environment in the Prevention of Early Occupational Aging." 


The 44th out-of-town session of the general meeting of the USSR Academy of Medical 
Sciences is continuing its work. 


Conclusion of the Session 
Tbilisi ZARYA VOS.9KA in Russian 18 Oct 80 p 4 
/Article: "For the Present and Future Generations"/ 


/Text/ The participants in the out-of-town session of the general meeting of the 
USSR Academy of Medical Sciences, which completed its work in Tbilisi on 1/7 October, 
discussed the results of che research in the field of the medical and biological 
aspects of environmental protection. The session summarized the results and speci- 
fied the main directions of the further development of medical science, of which 
hygiene is the preventive section. 


At the session it was noted that an extensive set of measures, which are aimed at 
the protection of the air, watercourses and the soil and at the prevention and 
elimination of undesirable influences on the health of the population, is being im- 
plemented in our country owing to the constant concern of the Communist Party and 
the Soviet Government. 


Enviromental protection and the development of the scientific principles of the ra- 
tional use of and protection of the soil, mineral resources, the plant and animal 
kingdoms, the air and water basins are one of the important sections of the main 
directions of USSR national economic development for the 10th Five-Year Plan. 


Commenting on the results of the session, Chief Academician Secretary of the Presid- 
ium of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences, Academician of the USSR Academy of 
Medical Sciences N. P. Bochkov told a GRUZINFORM correspondent: 
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"The 26th CPSU Congress placed the problem of nature conservation among one of the 
most important problems, and the achievements of Soviet hygiene scientists are the 
result of their fruitful efforts on the implementation of the decisions of the 
forum of communists of the country." 


In recent years medical and biological research, which has been conducted at a high 
scientific level, has been aimed at the elaboration of the principles of the setting 
of health norms, the establishment of the laws of the interaction of the human body 
with the environment and the prevention of diseases. 


The work on studying the influence of air pollution on the health of the population 
has undergone further development. 


A new direction in hygiene has been outlined--the hygiene of the use of compounds of 
microbiological synthesis in agriculture. Research is being conducted on the hy- 
giene of the use and the toxicology of polymeric materials, which are designed for 
the construction of apartment houses and production buildings, the manufacture of 
clothing, footwear and furniture. 


Much attention was devoted at the session to the solution of the medical biological 
and public health problems, which are arising with the development of the natural 
resources of Siberia, the Extreme North and the Far East, the zone of the Baykal- 
Amur Main Rail Line. 


7807 
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USSR 


LNDUSTRLIAL AIR POLLUTION IN POLTAVA 





Kiev RABOCHAYA GAZETA in Russian 31 Oct 80 p 4 


/Article by the special assignment brigade of RABOCHAYA GAZETA consisting of G. Ter- 
tychnyy, inspector of the Poltavskaya Oblast Inspectorate for Nature Conservation; 
V. Valenko, chief of the chemical laboratory of the hydrometeorological observatory; 
V. Konoval, chief of the health department of the health and epidemiological sta- 
tion of Kiev Rayon of Poltava; I. Butkov, inspector of the oblast council of the 
Society for the Protection of Nature; S. Vovk, member of the bureau of the People's 
Control group of the plant of fluorescent lamps; N. Grigorova, chairwoman of the 
People's Control group of the construction materials combine; Yu. Yashkin, director 
of a group of the institute; A. Slutskiy, physician of the health and epidemiologi- 
cal station of Oktyabr'skiy Rayon of Poltava; 0. Chuguy, member of the bureau of the 
People's Control group of the mixed fodder plant; L. Podgornyy, chairman of the 
People's Control group of the oil and fat combine; P. Yurina, member of the bureau 
of the People's Control group of the Khimmash Plant; V. Lys, correspondent of 
RABOCHAYA GAZETA (Poltava): "All the Same You Will Receive a Bonus"/ 


/Text/ The boiled oil shop, which was located in the city, has been moved outside 
it. At the plant of fluorescent lamps the construction of an air purifying shop is 
being completed. Motor traffic is prohibited on Oktyabr'skaya Ulitsa from the farm- 
stead of I. Kotlyarevskiy to the center of the city, that is, to the Park of Glory. 
These facts at first glance are not interconnected. But they nevertheless attest 
to purposeful work: in Poltava they are seeing to it that there is fresh air in the 
city, that it would be pleasant to live and work here. 


Poltava with its green streets, squares and gardens is reminiscient of a unique 
park. Perhaps in no other oblast center of the republic are there as many trees as 
in Poltava. And where there are many trees, the air is clean, there are buoyant 
spirits and good labor rhythn. 


Poltavans can take pride in what has been done to landscape the city. From Stepan 
Ivanovich Arkhipov, chief of the housing and municipal department of the city so- 
viet executive committee, we learn that the green zone of Poltava amounts to 
14,840 hectares, that is, there are 17.4 m* of green plantings per resident of the 
city. During the years of the current five-year plan alone 160,000 trees and 
210,000 ornamental shrubs have been planted. 


Chief City Health Physician Aleksandr Mitrofanovich Miroshnichenko says: 


50 





"For the purpose of purifying the city air the tannery has been eliminated, while 
the galvanizing shop of the metalware plant has been moved outside the city. A 
powerful gas-purifying installation has begun to operate at the Khimmash Plant." 


As we see, much has been done. And nevertheless in Poltava not everything is yet 
in order with the protection of the air. We visit the residential district of 
Kiev Rayon of the city, where the oil and fat combine is located. No matter which 
of the residents here you ask, you will hear the reproaches: 


"The sunflower hull does not let us live. Charred, it flies about, day and night.” 


Meanwhile everything rests on trifles: the managers of the Poltava-Kiev Railroad 
Station often disrupt the supply of cars for the oil and fat combine. While the 
hulls must be hauled to Nikolayev to the hydrolytic yeast plant--the only one in 
the republic which processes hulls. Special cars like soot carriers are needed, 
but there are none. The hulls are carried in conventional cars, therefore they are 
lost along the way. Here some blame belongs to the Ukrainian SSR Ministry of the 
Food Industry, which simply has not been able to come to an agreement with the Min- 
istry of Railways on the allocation of cars. And therefore 60 tons of sunflower 
hulls are burned daily at the oil and fat combine in the furnaces of the boiler 
house. 


Meanwhile the hulls are a valuable raw material. The Nikolayev plant produces from 
a ton of them 200-240 kg of dry fodder yeast or 180 1 of hydrolytic alcohol. But 
what losses there are to nature, if the combine emits 452 tons of solid matter into 
the air a year! Is it not time to call both the managers of the Poltava-Kiev Rail- 
road Station and the managers of the oil and fat combine to account?! 


At the opposite end of the city is the construction materials combine. The driver 
who took us there told us that not that long ago a taxi park was located near the 
combine. When the drivers arrived at work in the morning, they found the cars 
covered with a thick layer of keramzit dust. 


"Can something be done so that the combine would not pollute the air?" we asked 
Petr Vikentiyevich Tyshkevich, chief engineer of the enterprise. 


"It can," he replied. And he led us to the shop for the production of construction 
block. Here the drying drum was equipped with a suction system. The renovation of 
two ovens had been carried out in the keramzit gravel shop. But what is this? Im 
mobile rusted metal tanks stand above the three rotating keramzit ovens. 


"This," notes of disappointment appeared in the voice of the chief engineer, "is 
equipment for the preparation of clay, from which the keramzit is produced, and for 
removing the dust from the exhaust. But, as you see, it is not working." 


This is the creation of the Kuybyshev Scientific Institute of Keramzit and the Ros- 
tov Department of the USSR All-Union Institute of Industrial and Construction Mate- 
rials. The former suggested the idea, while the latter drew up the plan of the 

equipment. They installed it at the combine in 1975. But it neither produced clay 
nor purified the gases. They decided to dismantle it and discard it. It is a pity. 








In the shop for the semidry molding of bricks the electrofilter stands idle. It was 
purchased at one time for the installation of a suction and ventilation system. But 
there is none in the shop. The construction of this system was envisaged in 

Order No 227 of the Ukrainian SSR Miniatry of the Construction Materials Industry of 
9 July 1976, but they forgot to allocate the money for this. 


Some complaints concerning the question of environmental protection should also be 
lodged against the construction workers of the Poltavpromstroy Trust. Now the 
majority of managers understand that you will not save the air basin by gas- 
purifying installations alone. Special shops and sections must be set up. This was 
first understood in Poltava at the plant of fluorescent lamps. In order to reduce 
the pollution of the air with aerosols, a shop for the sanitary purification of air 
with a capacity of 450,000 m) an hour is being built here. But there is ore wish: 
the collective of the Poltavkhimmash Construction and Installation Administration 
must expedite the construction of the shop, for they have been working on it fo. 
several years now. 


In addition to the mentioned enterprises, the mixed fodder plant, the meat combine, 
the Khimmash Plant, the cotton spinning and musical instrument factories are pollut- 
ing the air in Poltava. Thus, at the mixed fodder plant the total amount of gases 
and dust, which come from all sources of pollution, amounts to 4,000 tons a year, at 
the Khimmash Plant it is 49 tons. And all this is because at the mixed fodder 
plant the four points of pollution do not even have dust catchers. 


And this happens, in our opinion, because there are no stimuli for work on environ- 
mental protection. Both the enterprise, which pollutes the air, and the one, which 
does not, if they fulfill the production plans, are equally praised and given equal 
bonuses. But everything would be different, if mandatory indicators on environment- 
al protection were introduced in the reporting on the production plan. If a plant 
pollutes the air, it is deprived of the bonus, although it has exceeded the produc- 
tion plan. Under these circumstances the director would think about nature con- 
servation in the same way as about the production plan. 


7807 
cso: 5000 


52 








USSR 


SOCLETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
Minsk SOVETSKAYA BELORUSSIYA in Russian 28 Oct 80 p 2 


/Review by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences Yu. Manin, member of the Scientific 
Council for Problems of the Biosphere of the Belorussian SSR Academy of Sciences, of 
the book "Ostorozhno--priroda!" (Caution--Nature!) by A. I. Bezlyudov and A. A. 
Vakulin, Izdatel'stvo "Vysheyshaya shkola": "Save and Multiply"/ 


/Text/ Among the many publications, which are devoted to the problem of environ- 
mental protection, which has become so urgent in recent times, the book "Ostorozhno-- 
priroda!" /Caut ion--Nature! / by A. I. Bezlyudov and A. A. Vakulin, which was pub- 
lished by the Belorussian Izdatel'stvo "Vysheyshaya shkola", attracts attention. 

In the 15th All-Union Contest for the Best Works of Popular Science Literature it 
received a certificate of merit. 


Just a list of the titles of the chapters--"Why It Is Necessary to Protect Nature,” 
"The Land Is the Main Wealth of Society,” "Clean Air Is a Source of Health," "Man 
Needs Quiet" and so on--shows what a large group of urgent problems, which affect 
the interests of literally every inhabitant of the plant, is touched upon in the 
book. 


The authors cite convincing material, which reveals the harm which is being done to 
nature by the ill-considered treatment of its resources. While quite validly plac- 
ing on capitalism the responsibility for the interaction of society with the environ- 
ment, which has reached the crisis point, the authors show that the present ecologi- 
cal problem is of a global nature, that it has also become acute in our country, 
including Belorussia. 


As is convincingly shown in the book, although in socialist society the necessary 
prerequisites have been created for the efficient control of the process of the 
interaction of society with the environment, this does not give grounds for com- 
placency and indifference. For example, the exhaust pollution of the air by motor 
transport is becoming a serious problem for cities and the countryside--in recent 
years in the republic the number of motor vehicles and motorcycles alone in private 
use has exceeded 500,000. 


The serious attention, which is being devoted in the USSR and the Belorussian SSR to 
the improvement of the atmosphere, as a result of which in the cities its pollution 

with dust, ash and other dust-like materials has been reduced, is told about in the 

book. However, as the authors correctly note, the leve] of air pollution in the 
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cities remains comparatively high, since the purification of industrial emissions 
into the air is still inadequate. 


In the section "The ‘Lungs’ of Cities" the attention of the reader is concentrated 
on the problem of the considerable lag of the rate of landscaping behind the in- 
crease of the amounts of construction. The authors state their views on the steps 
on the comprehensive landscaping of urban territories by the joint efforts of state 
organizations and the public. In the chapter "Primordial Purity for Watercourses" 
A. I. Bezlyudov and A. A. Vakulin show the ever increasing urgency of the changeover 
of enterprises to self-contained recirculating water supply cycles and tell about 
what is being done in this respect in Belorussia. 

In recent times “noise pollution," which creates abnormal conditions for the work 
and relaxation of people, has assumed great urgency. In the book the section, which 
concludes with the just appeal: "War must be declared on noise in all spheres of 
life. We should create for ourselves a normal, healthy acoustic environment. Noise 
is no less an enemy to the health of man than the pollution of the air with exhaust, 
polluted water and soil, which has lost its fertility due to erosion and toxic 
chemicals,"’ is devoted to this problem. 


A. I. Bezlyudov and A. A. Vakulin justly note that during the present period nature 
conservation concerns not some narrow category of people, who deal specially with 
it. It is truly the problem of specialists of all sectors of the national economy, 
of every member of our society. 


In his message of greeting to the participants in the Intergovernmental Conference 
on Education in the Field of the Environment Comrade L. I. Brezhnev wrote: "The 
further development of the economy, science and culture cannot be achieved without 
consideration of the consequences of the influence of man on nature. And it is 
clear that the cultivation of a considerate, attentive attitude toward the environ- 
ment and the extension of the knowledge and skills, which are necessary for its pro- 
tection and improvement, should become an integral part of the overall system of the 
instruction, education and training of personnel." 


To a certain extent the book "Ostorozhno--priroda!" will undoubtedly also be condu- 
cive to the solution of this problem. 
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USSR 


BRIEFS 


GEORGIAN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION INSPECTORATE--Much capital is being spent in the 
republic on the construction of gas-purifying and dust-trapping facilities. A state 
inspectorate for monitoring the operation of these facilities and the introduction 
of technical innovations in industry has been set up. Many measures have been im- 
plemented. But at a number of works the systems are inoperative, the personnel do 
not know the specifications of their operation, there are no data on the quantita- 
tive composition of the emissions into the air--all these facts have been estab- 
lished by the State Inspectorate. While having the right to impose economic sanc- 
tions against enterprises, the inspectorate is not doing this. A special laboratory 
has been set up in the State Inspectorate, the equipment for it has been received. 
But the equipment is in the warehouse, there is no space for it. It is necessary 

to conduct an uncompromising offensive against the violators of the standards of en- 
vironmental protection with the aid of equipment and specialists. /Text/ /Yerevan 
KOMMUNIST in Russian 19 Oct 80 p 3/ 7807 


SELENGA POLLUTION CONTROL--Ulan-Ude, 5 Oct (PRAVDA)--In the Mongolian People's Re- 
public and the Buryatskaya ASSR the Selenga, which runs through their territory and 
flows into Lake Baykal, is called the river of friendship. Specialists of both the 
MPR and the USSR in every possible way are looking after the rational use and pro- 
tection of the waters of the Selenga basin. In recent times alone tens of millions 
of rubles have been spent in our country on water conservation measures of this 
river. About 90 modern treatment plants are operating successfully on the Selenga, 
while 30 are at the stage of construction. /Text/ /Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 

6 Oct 80 p 8/ 7807 
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FRANCE 


BRIEFS 


AIRLINE NOISE POLLUTLON COMPENSATION--At the close of legal proceedings lasting 

over 4 years, the First Chamber of the Paris Court of Appeal acted on Wednesday, 

19 November, to uphold a ruling by the First Chamber of the Paris County Court 
handed down on 16 May 1979 and requiring five airline companies: Air France, 
British Airways, TWA, Air Inter and UTA, to compensate 54 complainants, all resi- 
dents of the area near the Roissy-Charles de Gaulle Airport, for noise pollution of 
which the companies were determined to be the cause. Three experts (an acoustics 
expert, a doctor and a specialist in real estate problems) are to file their conclu- 
sions within a period of 1 year so that the amount to be paid may be assessed. 
Thanks to an extremely precise technical dossier based on the schedules of the air- 
line companies operating out of Roissy and noise studies for each type of plane, 
completed by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), attorneys for the 
complainants were able to show that the noise zones defined around the Roissy plat- 
form by the Paris Airport do not correspond to the levels of noise actually heard 

on the ground and that 85 percent of the noise caused is from the companies in ques- 
tion. The ruling of the Paris Court of Appeal relieves airport officials of respon- 
sibility based on Article 141 of the Civil Aviation Code, which provides that "the 
operator of an aircraft is fully responsible for any damage caused to persons and 
property on the ground resulting from the maneuvers of that aircraft or any objects 


that might be detached from it." [Text] [Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Nov 80 p 40] 
11,464 
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LEGAL MEASURES TO CLEANSE WATER ABORTIVE 
Istanbul MILLI GAZETE in Turkish 2& Oct 80 p 5 


[Text] Public disclosures have been made that the seas around Turkey are becoming 
polluted due to the irregularity of our coastline and its openness to the wind 

and rapid urbanization, together with inadequacies in development of infrastructure 
facilities, have rendered ineffective legal measures intended to prevent this 
pollution. 


Hatip and Incesu in the vacinity of Ankara, Porsuk and Simav in the neighborhood 
of Kutahya and Eskisehir and Nilufer River in the vicinity of Bursa have become 
much over-polluted with city and industrial waste. Furthermore our lakes have 
been subjected to uses which run counter to their intended use. Moreover Turkey is 
located on ten percent of the petroleum shipping routes in the Mediterranean, and 
due to the fact that neighboring countries have taken strict measures, empty 
tankers have taken to cleaning out their tanks in our continental waters, and 
they are dumpting dirty water along our coast. 


It has become evident that the Marmara region, especially the Istanbul straits, the 
Golden Horn, the Ismit, Gemlik, and Izmir bays, the Antalya Harbor, the Iskenderun 
Bay and the Samsun Harbor are other areas where the waste water from tankers together 
with sewage, trash and industrial waste have resulted in pollution. 


Authorities assert that this water pollution has created important environmental 
problems wihch adversely affect and endanger all life in the region and have demand- 
ed that laws to prevent water pollution to made effective as soon as possible. 
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